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Veronica Wingo
veronicaw@dentalselect.com
832.492.4303
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Register at www.HAHU.org
See website for after lunch CE

Menu
Entrée 1

Entrée 2

Fish

Chicken

Pan Seared herb 6-oz Salmon with Lemon Butter sauce

6-ounce Basil Marinated Chicken Breast, topped with a saffron
cherry tomato sauce and finished with fresh basil and cream

Entrée served with House Salad, Garlic Linguini and Seasoned Green Beans
All meals served with Iced Tea, Water and Rolls
Dessert: Triple Layer Chocolate Raspberry Cake
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by Don C. Jones

The struggle over the future of health-care reform is just beginning. After a spirited but respectful
debate, The House voted 245 to 189 to repeal President Obama’s signature domestic achievement
– health-care reform. But with Senate Democrats opposed to allowing a vote on the HCR bill and a
Presidential veto waiting, the party-line vote in Congress will be as far as it gets.
As Health care reform continues to heat up, Medicare Director Tom Scully resigned to take a private position. Medicare currently has over eleven million members and cost cuts to the program
will be made, mainly to the Medicare Advantage Plans. The HCR Law calls for $500 billion in cuts
over the next ten years. About half of this reduction will come from reduced payments to providers.
This cost shifting will burden the consumers we market to even further. Today fraud remains the
number one cost driver in the Medicare system; however there is no clear plan of action to correct
this problem. Wisconsin Republican Paul Ryan has introduced a bill that would privatize Medicare
in order to get costs under control.
In other news, A U.S. District Court judge has ruled that 20 states can move forward with a lawsuit
challenging the legality of the Obama administration's health-care reform legislation. The decision
by Florida Northern District Judge Roger Vinson was not unexpected, as he told Justice Department
officials that he would block efforts to have the lawsuit dismissed during a September hearing. Vinson wrote in his ruling, "I am only saying that the plaintiffs have at least stated a plausible claim
that the line has been crossed." The judge ruled that they will be able to contest whether or not the
law's mandate requiring most citizens to buy health insurance "exceeds Congress's constitutional
authority to regulate commerce".
At the state level, Rep. John Zerwas filed a bill that would create the Texas Health Insurance Connector, a state-run exchange that would allow individuals, small businesses and others to select
their own policies. It would also serve as a clearinghouse for those who qualify for Medicaid. These
Exchanges are required under the Health Care Reform law at the state level. Zerwas opposes the
federal law but is urging lawmakers to act quickly before the federal government steps in and does
it for Texas.
It will be important as the year goes on to stay informed. I would encourage everyone to attend Day
at the Capitol in Austin next month. Our industry is involved with Health Care Reform at every level.
If you would like to become involved, let anyone on the HAHU Board know and we will gladly find a
spot for you.
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Calendar of Events
FEBRUARY

When

What

4pm

HAHU Board Meeting

16 Wednesday

12 noon

HAHU Luncheon

23 Wednesday

4 pm

HAHU Happy Hour

1 Tuesday

7:30 am

TAHU Day at the Capitol

Stephen Austin Hotel

4 Friday

8:30 am

Small Group Certification

BraeBurn Country Club

8 Tuesday

4pm

HAHU Board Meeting

9 Wednesday

4 pm

HAHU Happy Hour

16 Wednesday

12 noon

HAHU Luncheon

23 Wednesday

4 pm

HAHU Happy Hour

8 Tuesday

Where
BenefitMall*
BraeBurn Country Club
Goose’s Acre

MARCH

BenefitMall*
Brian O’Neil’s, Village
BraeBurn Country Club
Goose’s Acre

BraeBurn Country Club, 8101 Bissonnet, Houston, TX 77074, 713.774.2586
BenefitMall, 5177 Richmond Ste. 1050, Houston, TX 77056

Register for any of these events at www.HAHU.org !
* All members are welcome to attend. Please check with Kathi Sandler regarding last minute changes to dates, times or location.
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HUPAC Revisited
By Melanie Rogers
In the November 2009 HAHU Herald newsletter, I wrote an article about putting my money
where my mouth was. The TAHU Café had been bursting with news items regarding health
care reform. Operation Shouts had been flying out from NAHU at a record pace. Each chapter
kept its members alerted to any local Town Hall Meetings (remember those?).
All of that activism was – and still is – invaluable. We can never have enough voices spreading
the truth about the effects the various proposed guidelines would have and their impact on
real people: our friends, family, neighbors – us! But talk is cheap. So I decided it was time to
put my money where my mouth was (and still is).
I joined both HUPAC (our national political action committee) and TAHUPAC (the Texas version). It was quick and painless. My checking account (you can choose either credit card or
checking account) is debited monthly for a nominal sum by each group. You can go online and
sign up for HUPAC at www.hupac.org; for TAHUPAC go to www.tahu.org. So there are no excuses on not knowing how to do this.
It’s now a little over a year later. Was it worth it? Every penny! You would have to have
been under a rock to miss all of the legislative activity taken on by our local State and National
association. Multiple meetings with influential legislators, testimony before Congress, legislative updates to keep you and your clients informed – all of this and more is supported by your
contributions to our association PACs.
The fight is far from over, and there are so many fronts on which to attack. We need all of our
member’s support now more than ever.
By the time this newsletter is posted, the majority of the Officers on your HAHU Board as well
as other Board members and volunteers from the regular membership will have met in our nation’s capitol to lobby for our livelihoods. Your support of our PACs can keep that momentum
going. Don’t just be a member – be an active, contributing member – to your association and
your future.
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by Susan F. Burdette, CEBS

New Members

Anniversaries

Catherine DeMaso- Sponsor Susan
Burdette
Lori Thorpe- Sponsor Lonnie Klene
Nick Nortelli
Troy Davis

TRIPLE CROWN WINNERS 2010
Houston was well represented in the Triple Crown list just
released by NAHU. This recognition is awarded to members who contribute to HUPAC, recruit at least two new
members and respond to at least three Operation Shouts.
Congratulations to all!!!
First Quarter
Lonnie Klene
Susan Burdette
Second Quarter
Joanne Middleton
Michael Rivera
Rand Wall
Third Quarter
Melanie Rogers
Tom Cottar
Fourth Quarter
Don Jones
Pat Martin
Ron Ledgerwood

Check out the anniversaries below, and if
you know someone, please take a few moments to say “Thank you” and encourage
them to renew their membership. A special thank you for your support goes to
those members who have
already renewed as noted by the **!
February Renewals
Michael Branda
Eric Burrows
Rebecca Clark**
Kimberly Cooke
Mounir Dahdah
James Day
Tina Eisenmann
Kendra Evans
Blaise Guzzetta**
Larry Hitt
David Hoffman
Stephen Jackman
Chris Lakkees
George McLellan
Claire Mules-Messina
Jeff Musgrove
David Nahirny**
Demetrius Navarro
Michael Ragusa
Melanie Rogers**
Dana Scott
Stacey Weaver
Steven Whitaker
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HAHU HAPPY HOURS
By: Jeffrey Bacot

The HAHU Happy Hour event kicked off in January. The purpose of these events is to have a fun venue
where colleagues can relax and share information. We understand that our luncheons cannot serve all of our
members so the two HAHU Happy Hour events are located in other areas of town.
Please help us by spreading the message about our events. This is a great place to bring non-members to show
them HAHU knows how to network. We are the largest chapter in the country but we will not stay that way
long if we do not actively let colleagues know about our association and the benefits they will get by joining.
HAHU HAPPY HOUR CENTRAL: takes place the second Wednesday of every month at Brian O’Neil’s 5555 Morningside Dr. in Rice Village. If you want to receive text updates and reminders for this event
send a text to 90201 with the message 86552. If you do not want to text and need to let us know you
are coming or have a question email jbacot@corebenefits.net.
HAHU HAPPY HOUR NORTH: takes place the fourth Wednesday of every month at Goose’s Acre - 21
Waterway Avenue # 140; The Woodlands. If you want to receive text updates and reminders for this
event send a text to 90201 with the message 86554. If you do not want to text and need to let us know
you are coming or have a question email jbacot@corebenefits.net.
You can be part of both text groups. If you decide you want to stop receiving texts just reply STOP to stop
receiving texts. It is required to send STOP to each group.

Place Your
Ad Here!

Contact
Terrell Rogers
Terrell_rogers@uhc.com

CONTINUING EDUCATION THE HAHU WAY!
Small Group Certification
Earn Your “SGS” Designation
And 8 Hours of CE
"Small Employer Health Benefit Plan Specialty Certification"
(Course 30527/Provider 32408 TAHU)
Presented by Misty Baker

Last Chance to Take this Course in Houston for 2011!
March 4, 2011
7:30 Continental Breakfast
8am CE Starts
Lunch is Included
5pm CE Concludes
BraeBurn Country Club
8101 Bissonnet Street
Houston, TX 77071
Register today at the HAHU Website
$99.00 HAHU Member $149.00 Non-Member
Sign Up Today!
8 hours of CE & Certification!
(Bring a non-member-if they join HAHU, they save $50.00)
Seating is limited!!
Don't miss out on this opportunity!!
Members Please Note: Non Members cannot register under your
membership in order to receive the discounted member rate.
Only TAHU members receive the special rate of $99.00.
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By Ron Ledgerwood, MBA, CLU, ChFC, RHU, REBC

March After Lunch CE: “Identity Theft: A Small Business Ticking Time Bomb,” Course 81502/
Provider 38414
The course is designed for insurance agents and brokers – as well as employers and their employees – to gain a general overview and knowledge of the types and extent of personal identity theft,
how identities are stolen and its impact on consumers and businesses. It also addresses how identity theft exposes businesses to unlimited financial liability as stated in The Fair and Accurate Credit
Transaction Act of 2003 (FACTA), as amended.
Speaker: Neil McGlone, has more than 25 years experience in the public/media relations profession, including high technology, consumer, non-profit, international, business-to-business, crisis and
corporate communications.
The majority of McGlone’s previous career was spent with Texas Instruments Incorporated in a variety of increasingly responsible communications positions, including five years as an expatriate in
Europe and Asia. As Director of Worldwide Corporate Media Relations, he served as the company’s
primary spokesperson for all major news and issues. He also was chairman of TI’s Communications
Leadership Team and the company’s Worldwide Media Relations Council. He has spoken to numerous business groups including media, industry analysts and customers.

Lunch Sponsorship is a great way to

“Show Your Stuff”
to the largest chapter in the country.

Lunch Sponsorship Package: Includes strategically located table to display your
literature, a 3-5 minute commercial during the luncheon, one lunch, an opportunity to offer a door prize, a newsletter stuffer AND a banner on the new HAHU
Website!

All of this for only $300!
For more information contact:
Terrell Rogers at 713.296.4827 or terrell_rogers@uhc.com

FEBRUARY 2011

PAGE 10
Published by the membership of the
Houston Association of Health Underwriters
P.O. Box 31475 Houston, TX 77231
713.520.5720 Fax 713.583.2858

www.HAHU.org

Board of Directors and Committees
President

Don Jones

713.825.0564

jonesd4@aetna.com

President-Elect

Terrell A. Rogers

713.296.4827

terrell_rogers@uhc.com

1st Vice President

Melanie Rogers

713.624.6301

rogersm@fcrystal.com

2nd Vice President

Jeff Bacot

713.446.7011

JBacot@corebenefits.net

Secretary

Craig Splawn

713.785.3290

craig@splawnandassociates.com

Treasurer

Sadie Hooker

832.971.8890

hooker.sadie@principal.com

Media

Mark Roden

832.722.3928

mark@eharmonyinsurance.com

Awards

Pat Martin

713.850.8203

Pat.Martin@benefitmall.com

Awards

Kellie Merritt

713.520.7272

Kellie@lonestarhp.com

Communication

Lynette Azar

713.780.1116

lynette@gwevans.com

Federal Legislation

Scott Kilpatrick

713.977.9300

skilpatrick@kilpatrickcos.com

State Legislation

Bill Tarver

713.840.7283

wat@insru.com

Membership

Susan Burdette

713.301.8053

susanbh@airmail.net

Special Events

Dirk Blankenship

713.622.9936

db@chambersmarketing.com

Education

Ron Ledgerwood

832.594.0095

ronl@tasconline.com

Political Action

Jo Middleton

713.932.7777

jmiddleton@tmia.biz

Technology

Dewayne Norris

713.825.8507

dnorris@tmia.biz

Public Service

Veronica Wingo

832.492.4303

veronicaw@dentalselect.com

Immediate Past President

Lonnie Klene

713.869.6286

Lonnie@kleneandbratsakis.com

Trustee

Tom Cottar

281.427.9150

tcottar@comcast.net

Trustee

Nannette Richardson

713.297.4760

narichardson@chubb.com

Trustee

Travis Middleton

713.932.7777

tmiddleton@tmia.biz

Executive Director

Kathi Sandler

713.520.5720

ksandler@hahu.org

Marketing

FEBRUARY

2011

PAGE

11

Inside Story Headline
This story can fit 150-200 words.
One benefit of using your newsletter as a promotional tool is that
you can reuse content from other
marketing materials, such as press
releases, market studies, and reports.
While your main goal of distributing
a newsletter might be to sell your
product or service, the key to a
successful newsletter is making it
useful to your readers.
A great way to add useful content
to your newsletter is to develop
and write your own articles, or
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find “filler” articles by accessing the
World Wide Web. You can write
about a variety of topics but try to
keep your articles short.
Much of the content you put in
your newsletter can also be used
for your Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a simple way to convert your newsletter to a Web
publication. So, when you’re finished writing your newsletter, con-
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Inside Story Headline

This story can fit 100-150 words.
The subject matter that appears in
newsletters is virtually endless. You
can include stories that focus on
current technologies or innovations
in your field.
You may also want to note business
or economic trends, or make predictions for your customers or
clients.
If the newsletter is distributed in-

ternally, you might comment upon
new procedures or improvements
to the business. Sales figures or
earnings will show how your business is growing.
Some newsletters include a column
that is updated every issue, for
instance, an advice column, a book
review, a letter from the president,
or an editorial. You can also profile
new employees or top customers
or vendors.

Inside Story Headline
This story can fit 75-125 words.
Selecting pictures or graphics is an
important part of adding content to
your newsletter.
Think about your article and ask
yourself if the picture supports or
enhances the message you’re trying
to convey. Avoid selecting images
that appear to be out of context.
Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art images from which

you can choose and import into
your newsletter. There are also
several tools you can use to draw
shapes and symbols.
Once you have chosen an image,
place it close to the article. Be sure
to place the caption of the image
near the image.

Caption describing picture or
graphic.

TAHU 17th Annual

Day at the capitol
March 1, 2011
Intercontinental Stephen F Austin Hotel
701 Congress - Austin, TX 78701
This legislative session will once again provide a forum to identify key issues affecting our industry and our clients. This is your
chance to be on the leading edge of change and involvement.

Don’t miss this opportunity to have your voice heard! You are

also invited to join us at a Freshman Legislator Reception on Monday evening, February 28, from 6:00pm-8:00pm at Carmelo’s
Restaurant in Austin.

Registration Information
Name: ______________________________________

First Name for Badge: ______________________________

Primary Company: ____________________________

Phone: (

Address: ____________________________________

Fax: (

City/State/Zip: ________________________________

E-Mail: __________________________________________

Your State Representative: ______________________

Your State Senator _________________________________

) _____________________________________
)________________________________________

Circle all that apply:
This is my first TAHU Day at the Capitol
I am a TAHUPAC Contributor
Please list any special services you need:
___________________________________________________________________________

Registration Fees
Freshman Reception, Feb 28, 2011

Payment Information
$ 30

DATC: On or before February 18, 2011 $100
DATC: After February 18, 2011

$130

I have enclosed a check for $___________ payable to TAHU
Please charge my credit card in the amount of $__________
Check one: VISA___ Mastercard___ AMEX___ Discover___
Card Name: ______________________________________
Card Number: _____________________________________
Card Expiration Date:______________VAL Code:________
Cardholder Billing Address:__________________________
Signature*:_______________________________________

If paying by check, mail registration form and payment to:
Texas Association of Health Underwriters, P.O. Box 381506, Duncanville, TX. 75138-1506
Credit card registrations can be faxed or sent by e-mail* to:
FAX: (972)709-0611

*E-mail: admin@tahu.org

*If sending registration by e-mail, please follow up by mailing or faxing registration form with signature.
You may also register online at www.tahu.org.

Room reservations may be made by calling the hotel at 512-457-8800 and mention TAHU.
The room rate is $149 single/double (king/queen). Add $20 more for two doubles. Add $40 for Club Intercontinental which includes continental
breakfast, beverages served throughout the day and cocktails & hors d’oeuvres each evening served in private club lounge. Reservations made
after Friday, February 11, 2011 are subject to space and rate availability. Attendees may cancel in writing prior to February 11, 2011 and receive a
refund less a 20% service charge. No refunds will be made after this date.
GET YOUR REGISTRATION IN EARLY!

TAHU 17th Annual
Day at the capitol
Tuesday, March 1, 2011
Intercontinental Stephen F. Austin Hotel
701 Congress Avenue, Austin, TX 78701

TENTATIVE 2011 DATC AGENDA

7:30 AM

Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:30 AM

Opening Remarks and Welcome
TAHU Director of Legislative Activities – Wendy Vanderwater

8:35 AM

Remarks by TAHU President, Louanne Trebing

8:45 AM

Introduction by Wendy Vanderwater, Director TAHU Legislative Activities

9:00 AM

Panel #1 – TBD

10:00 AM

Break

10:15 AM

Presentation of the Hutzler Legislative Excellence Award

10:30 AM

Q & A of the TAHU Legislative Council

10:45 AM

Panel #2 – Discussion of Social / Public Policy and Exchanges Moderated by Carolyn Goodwin
Geoffrey Wool, HHSC
Katrina Daniel, TDI
Steve Browning, Texas High Risk Pool
Texas Public Policy Foundation
Stacy Pogue, Center for Public Policy Priorities

11:45 AM

Lunch

12:15 PM

“Legislative Update & Capitol Appointment Instructions” with Lee Manross,
TAHU Lobbyist and Misty Baker, TAHU 1st Vice President

1:30 PM

Appointments at the Capitol

